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Short note/Kurze Mitteilung

New records of marine fi sh species from 
São Tomé Island (Eastern Atlantic)

Neue Nachweise von Meeresfi schen von der Insel São Tomé (östlicher Atlantik)

Peter Wirtz
Centro de Ciências do Mar, Universidade do Algarve, Campus de Gambelas, 

PT 8005-139 Faro, Portugal, peterwirtz2004@yahoo.com

Zusammenfassung: Von der Insel São Tomé (Golf  von Guinea) werden eine bisher unbeschriebene Art 
der Gattung Lecanogaster (Gobiesocidae) sowie die Arten Enneacampus kaupi (Syngnathidae) und Monochirus 
atlanticus (Soleidae) gemeldet. Zudem wird das Vorkommen von Alphestes afer (Serranidae) bestätigt.

WIRTZ et al. (2007) summarized the state of  
knowledge about the coastal fi sh species of  São 
Tomé and Príncipe. Since then, several new spe-
cies have been described from there (KOVAČIĆ & 
SCHLIEWEN 2008; SCHLIEWEN & KOVAČIĆ 2008; 
ROCHA et al. 2012; WIRTZ & IWAMOTO 2015) and 
additional records have been published (FELIX et 
al. 2016; VASCO-RODRIGUES et al. 2016; REINER & 
WIRTZ 2016). I here report on three more new 
records of  coastal fi shes from São Tomé Island 
and the fi rst record of  a living Alphester afer in 
the eastern Atlantic.

The species reported here were photographed 
under water and – where possible – caught with 
a hand-held aquarium net, while snorkeling or 
SCUBA diving in a depth range of  0-35 m. All 
observations were made during a fi eld trip to São 
Tomé Island from 28 January to 11 February 2017.
1) Lecanogaster n. sp. (Gobiesocidae)
This small clingfi sh (fi g. 1 A) was encountered 
on large gorgonians (Leptogorgia and Muriceopsis 
spp.), in a depth range of  17 to 34 m, near San-
tana (0°14’45’’N 6°44’50’’E). One specimen was 
obtained from a sea-whip Stichopathes occidentalis 
Brook, 1889 in 30 m depth. The species will be 
described in a separate publication. 
2) Enneacampus kaupi (Bleeker, 1863) (Syn-
gnathidae)
Only one pipefi sh species has previously been 
recorded from São Tomé Island, namely Mi-
crophis brachyurus aculeatus (Kaup, 1856). Both, 

this species plus a small specimen of  Enneaca-
mpus kaupi (Bleeker, 1863) were caught with a 
seine net at the mouth of  the river Malanza at 
Praia Micondo, near Porto Alegre (0°02’40’’N 
6°32’02’’E) (fi g. 1 B). The specimen has been 
deposited in the Zoologische Staatssammlung, 
Munich, Germany (ZSM, currently uncata-
logued). E. kaupi has been recorded from rivers 
and estuaries from Guinea to Congo (FRITZSCHE 
2016) but not yet from São Tomé and Príncipe 
Islands.
3) Monochirus atlanticus Chabanaud, 1940 (So-
leidae)
A specimen apparently belonging to this spe-
cies was photographed, at night (fi g. 1 C), on 
sandy-muddy bottom in about 10 m depth in 
Santana bay (0°14’45’’N 6°44’47’’E). It escaped 
capture. M. atlanticus has been recorded from the 
northern coast of  Spain and Portugal to Gabon, 
including the Cape Verde Islands (MUNROE et al. 
2015), but not yet from São Tomé and Príncipe 
Islands.
4) Alphestes afer (Bloch, 1793) (Serranidae)
Originally described from the coast of  Guinea, 
this species had frequently been reported from 
the western Atlantic but never again from the 
eastern Atlantic since its original description, 
and the type locality had been regarded as erro-
neous, until a single specimen was encountered 
in São Tomé fi sh market in 2004 (CRAIG et al. 
2006). An underwater photo (fi g. 4 D) taken by 
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Fig. 1: A Lecanogaster n. sp. (Photo: P. WIRTZ). B Enneacampus kaupi (Photo: E. SERRÃO). C Monochirus atlanticus 
(Photo: P. WIRTZ). D Alphestes afer (Photo: D. PAULO). 
Abb. 1: A Lecanogaster n. sp. (Foto: P. WIRTZ). B Enneacampus kaupi (Foto: E. SERRÃO). C Monochirus atlanticus 
(Foto: P. WIRTZ). D Alphestes afer (Foto: D. PAULO).
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DIOGO PAULO in shallow water at Ilheus Cabras 
(0°24’32’’N 6°42’52’’E) on 30 January 2017 now 
provides the fi rst record of  a living Alphestes afer 
from the eastern Atlantic. Nuno Vasco Rorigues 
(pers. comm.) has also seen the species when 
diving at the wreck “Mar Vassa” (0º25.099’N, 
6º41.718’E) and in São Tomé fi sh market. 

234 coastal fi sh species were recorded from 
São Tomé and Príncipe by WIRTZ et al. (2007). 
Since then 19 additional coastal species have 
been reported from there (this note and referen-
ces in the introduction). The comparatively low 
number of  species recorded (compare WIRTZ et 
al. 2013) and the additional species encountered 
show that the coastal marine fi sh fauna of  São 
Tomé and Príncipe is still insuffi ciently explored.
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