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ABSTRACT

This chapter analyses two travel narratives within the scope of literature and tourism studies, aiming
to explore the motivations to undertake journeying and the experience of (literary) pilgrims. The first is
the novel Flights, by Olga Tokarczuk (2007), and the second is “How the Mind Works,” by Patti Smith
(2017). This chapter defines the umbrella concept of “tourist literature” and takes a cross-disciplinary
perspective combining the hermeneutics process with findings from the literature review on tourism
studies. The analysis of Flights reveals the touring identity and experience of a pilgrim and reflections
about airports, travel guides, tourists, and their syndromes. The analysis of Patti Smith’s short story
uncovers the touring identity and experience of a literary pilgrim who is strongly motivated to undertake
literary-inspired trips towards the authors’ places.

INTRODUCTION

Over the last two decades, travel texts (i.e., magazines and guidebooks) and travel stories (e.g., Paul
Theroux’s and Sara Wheeler’s) have been subjects of tourism analysis (Dann, 1999; McWhaet al., 2015;
Thompson, 2011), under the belief they may strongly influence those who travel and play a valuable
role for tourism researchers, providing relevant insights into the touring experience (Robinson, 2004, p.
312). Trusting that the analysis and interpretation of literary texts can also have a profound influence on
travellers (Onfray, 2007) and contribute with information about the travelling experience and its motiva-
tions (Hendrix, 2014), this chapter focuses on two narratives — tourist literature texts — with two main
objectives. The first is to examine the narrators’ touring identities and their construction of the travel
experience. The second is to provide insights about (literary) pilgrims’ motivations and experience,
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the act of (literary) travel and some elements of the travelling experience (e.g., airports, travel guides,
tourists’ syndromes, literary places). As this chapter is written within the cross-disciplinary study area
of literature and tourism, the narrative hermeneutics is complemented with findings from a literature
review on tourism studies.

Literature and tourism studies focus on the intersections between literature and tourism, and their
starting point is considered to be the mid-1980s after the publication of Richard Butler’s “Literature as
an influence in shaping the image of tourist destinations” (1986). Since then, several researchers have
explored the various links between literature and tourism by investigating tourist literature texts (Fon-
seca, 2020; Rodrigues, 2020), combining literary analysis and the concept of literary tourism (Alves,
2016; Oliveira, 2016) and designing literary trails (Almeida, 2016; Machado et al., 2020). Researchers
have also studied literary places (Jiang & Xu, 2017), the construct of authenticity (Earl, 2008), the po-
tential of literary tourism for local development (Hoppen et al., 2014) and literary tourism products and
experiences (MacLeod, 2020). However, recent studies confirm that there are still scarcely researched
topics (Cevik, 2020), namely the experience and motivation to go on literary travels (Macleod, 2020).

Thus, this chapter seeks to address this gap in the research by analysing and interpreting two travel
narratives. In other words, two tourist literature texts. Tourist literature is an umbrella concept that
refers to the corpus of literature and tourism studies. As such, the first section of this chapter focuses
on presenting its definition. The two following sections showcase the analysis and interpretation of the
selected literary texts, that share distinctive attributes of tourist literature. The first is Flights, by Olga
Tokarczuk (2007), the winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2018. Originally written in Polish,
the book bears the title Bieguni, a noun that refers to an obscure and possibly fictional itinerant Slavic
sect, who survived on the kindness of strangers and shared the belief that being in constant motion was
the strategy to avoid evil (Kassabova, 2017). This novel merges a collection of voices and stories across
time and space, and it portrays the experience of a pilgrim, her motivations and those she encounters,
in a constant praise for “the crossing of boundaries as a form of life.” (Charles, 2019). The second text,
“How the mind works”, by Patti Smith (2017), is a narrative which depicts a literary pilgrim’s travel ex-
perience in France and England, investigating the minds, workspaces and gravesites of writers, searching
for the places where she may emotionally encounter her favourite authors. The final section summarises
the analysis of the two literary texts and highlights similarities and differences in the narrators’ touring
identities, experiences and motivations.

THE CORPUS OF LITERATURE AND TOURISM
STUDIES: TOURIST LITERATURE

Within the process of identifying and selecting the corpus of literature and tourism studies, one main
concept stands out: tourist literature. This refers to the literary texts involved in the “production of
tourist space through travel narratives” (Robinson, 2004, p. 304), in the sense that they enclose spatial
representations that can add value to places as tourist attractions. This definition reflected the perspec-
tive of cultural geographers. In 2014, the concept was further expanded by Harald Hendrix (pp. 19-29),
who coined the term “tourist literature”. According to this researcher’s view, tourist literature describes
the literary texts that can resignify space and foster literary tourism, motivating readers to visit places
and landscapes associated with either the presence or memory of literary authors or with literary fiction
representations (Hendrix, 2014, p. 22). Well-known examples of such literary fiction are the Bronté
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